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Media caption,
Greta Thunberg branded the COP26 climate summit a "global north greenwash festival"
Greta Thunberg has told a mass rally in Glasgow that the 
COP26 climate summit has been a "failure".
The Swedish activist had earlier joined thousands of young 
people - including striking school pupils - for a march through 
the city.
She addressed the crowd when it arrived in George Square, 
saying "immediate and drastic" cuts to emissions are needed.
The march was organised by Fridays for Future Scotland, a 
group founded by youngsters inspired by Ms Thunberg.
It was one of the largest of a series of demonstrations that are 
being held throughout the summit, which is being held in the 
city.



• Who is Greta Thunberg and what are her aims?
• In Pictures: Young protesters march for the future
• COP26 youth march: 'We don't have a choice'
• Has the COP26 summit been poorly organised?

Ms Thunberg said: "It is not a secret that COP26 is a failure. It 
should be obvious that we cannot solve a crisis with the same 
methods that got us into it in the first place."

She said: "We need immediate drastic annual emission cuts 
unlike anything the world has ever seen.
"The people in power can continue to live in their bubble filled 
with their fantasies, like eternal growth on a finite planet and 
technological solutions that will suddenly appear seemingly out 
of nowhere and will erase all of these crises just like that.
"All this while the world is literally burning, on fire, and while the 
people living on the front lines are still bearing the brunt of the 
climate crisis."
She described the UN climate change summit as a "two-week 
long celebration of business as usual and blah, blah, blah" to 
"maintain business as usual" and "create loopholes to benefit 
themselves".
Ms Thunberg added: "We know that our emperors are naked."
Activists from several other countries also gave speeches 
about how climate change is already affecting their homelands.

They included including Vanessa Nakate from Uganda, who 
said: "Historically, Africa is responsible for only 3% of global 
emissions and yet Africans are suffering some of the most 
brutal impacts fuelled by the climate crisis.
"But while the global south is on the frontlines of the climate 
crisis, they're not on the front pages of the world's 
newspapers."

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-49918719
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-59179181
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-59176395
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-59150987


Ms Thunberg joined the march as it made its way to the city centre from Kelvingrove Park

The march began with chants in Kelvingrove Park
The procession marched through the city's west end, past the 
COP26 site at the Scottish Events Campus, before heading 
towards the city centre.
It ended at George Square where a stage and speakers had 
been erected.
Charlie O'Rourke, 14, from Glasgow, skipped school to attend 
the march with his mother Cairsty and his sister.



He said global leaders at COP26 must "listen to the people", 
adding: "Don't just go for profit. Listen to what the planet 
needs."

His mother said she was there for her children and for "the 
generations to come to just show that something has to happen 
and it has to happen very quickly".
Finlay Pringle, 14, from Ullapool in the Highlands, travelled by 
train to Glasgow with his father to take part in the march.
He said: "If you really, truly love something and you want to 
protect it, no matter what it is, it doesn't have to be climate 
striking, but if there's something that you love and you want to 
protect it, then you should do that, don't think twice about it."

The large procession crossed over the M8 at Charing Cross and made its way into the city centre



Image caption,
Indigenous activists from Brazil speak at the Fridays for Future demo in George Square

Image caption,
One school pupil unfurled a Gaelic banner in Edinburgh Waverley which read "help the world"
The wider Fridays for Future movement has seen young people 
around the world striking from school on a Friday to raise 
awareness of climate change.
Anna Brown, an activist with Fridays for Future in Glasgow, 
said the event was aimed at demonstrating a need to move 
climate discussions away from "enclosed" spaces.



She told the BBC: "The message is that the system of COPs - 
we've had 26 now - isn't working. So we need to uproot that 
system.
"The message is you need to listen to the people in the streets, 
the young people, the workers."

Image caption,
Anna Brown, from Fridays for Future, says the UN climate change summits had failed to deliver
She continued: "We need to move it from being in an enclosed 
space where people can't get involved to the streets, where 
people can see what's happening and have a say.
"I think part of it is designed so people don't understand what 
it's about - if people don't understand what's being said in 
negotiations, they can't criticise what's happening and the 
decisions that are being made."
Assistant Chief Constable Gary Ritchie said it was "hugely 
inspiring" to see thousands young people take part in the 
"spectacular event" on the streets of Glasgow.
"This was a really important day in the COP26 schedule and 
we were pleased to be part of such a memorable event for 
these young participants and for Glasgow," he said.
"Our officers enjoyed engaging with young people, many have 
children of their own who were taking part in today's march."



He said there has been "positive engagement" between police 
and protestors during the summit and so far fewer than 20 
arrests had been made - mostly for disorder type offences.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said she was committed to 
"meaningful engagement" between the Scottish government 
and young people and to involve them in decision-making.
She said: "In Scotland, we are already acting to tackle the 
climate emergency, but, as we have heard from children and 
young people this week from Scotland and round the globe, is it 
not enough and we must do more."
Meanwhile, the Prince of Wales expressed sympathy with the 
anger and frustration of the young activists in a speech 
addressing COP26 negotiators, telling delegates the "weight of 
history" was on their shoulders.
He said he had been invited to take part in the march, but 
would not be able to do so.

 

Media caption,
Greta Thunberg branded the COP26 climate summit a "global north greenwash festival"
In London, Downing Street said young people missing school to 
attend the demonstration is "extremely disruptive at a time 
when the pandemic has already had a huge impact on their 
learning".



However, Glasgow City Council and most neighbouring local 
authorities told the BBC that schoolchildren would not be 
punished for taking part in the climate strike.
They urged parents to let schools know if a pupil would be off 
for safety check purposes.
Only East Dunbartonshire told pupils they would be marked as 
having unauthorised absence if they did not attend school on 
the day of the march.

Greta Thunberg slams 
COP26 as a 'failure' at youth 
protest in Glasgow 
By Ivana Kottasová and Rob Picheta, CNN 

Updated 1655 GMT (0055 HKT) November 5, 2021

Glasgow (CNN)Greta Thunberg criticized world leaders and called the 
COP26 summit a "failure" on Friday, as she led a huge youth protest 
outside the venue of the climate summit in Glasgow. 

Young activists poured into the Scottish city to demand action from 
leaders, as the focus of the official event turned toward the impact of 
climate change on future generations. 
But in the headline speech of the demonstration, Thunberg told crowds 
that "history will judge them poorly," calling the pivotal conference "a 
global greenwash festival" and "a two-week long celebration of business 
as usual." 

•

https://edition.cnn.com/profiles/ivana-kottasova
https://twitter.com/robpicheta
http://www.cnn.com/2021/11/05/world/youth-activists-climate-change-cop26/index.html


"Many are starting to ask themselves, what will it take for the people in 
power to wake up? But let's be clear: they are already wake. They know 
exactly what they are doing," she said. 
•

"The leaders are not doing nothing. They are actively creating 
loopholes ... to benefit themselves." 
Her remarks come after several of the major players present at the 
conference talked up the achievements of the first week. Leaders have 
so far announced a series of climate pledges at the conference, 
including a deforestation commitment, a deal on coal and a plan to stop 
investing public finances into fossil fuel projects abroad. 




Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg joins a march.


https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/04/world/cop26-day-4-takeaways-intl-climate/index.html





A UN report warned the world is not adapting quickly enough to the climate 
crisis.


But many of the young activists in Glasgow urged more radical 
commitments, as the United Nations warned that the world is not 
adapting fast enough to the climate crisis. 
Thousands of demonstrators covered the city's streets on Friday, with 
many bearing placards that warned of the effects of rising temperatures 
and extreme weather events. 
Young Filipino climate advocate Jan Karmel Guillermo told crowds the 
summit was a "crucial moment" in the climate crisis. 
Thunberg spoke to protesters more than three years after she founded 
the "Fridays for Future" school strikes movement that galvanized youth 
action over climate change. 
"Some people say that we are being too radical," she told an adoring 
audience. "But the truth is that they are the ones who are radical. 
Fighting to save our life supporting systems isn't radical at all." 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/04/world/un-adaptation-gap-report-climate-finance/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/04/world/un-adaptation-gap-report-climate-finance/index.html


"We don't need any more distant, non binding pledges. We don't need 
any more empty promises." 
Thunberg's speech came after a week in which she has been mobbed 
by supporters and members of the media. 
Crowds chanted "We are unstoppable, another world is possible," and 
other slogans as they attempted to attract attention near the venue. A 
large police contingent corralled crowds as they grew throughout the 
morning. 




A placard reads "No more blah, blah, blah," in reference to a criticism by 
Thunberg of world leaders' rhetoric on the climate.


Daisy Deakin, a 7-year-old from Glasgow accompanied by her mother 
Isabel, said she wanted to come to the protest to see Thunberg. 
"She saves the world from climate change," she told CNN, as she 
displayed a sign saying "Save our planet." 
"Our parents will die from old age. Our children will die from climate 
change," warned a banner carried by 22-year-old Maia Runciman, 
originally from Texas and now living in Glasgow. 



"I'm here to push world leaders to put the [climate] policies in place and 
protect the world for the future," she said. 
During the event, young climate leaders from around the world 
presented the Global Youth Statement to high-level delegates, relishing 
the opportunity to bring the youth perspective to the high-profile summit. 




Generation Climate: How the crisis made young people the adults in the room 
Young people have been "traditionally excluded entirely from global 
climate negotiations," said Guillermo. 
But on Friday, young people were also the focus of the summit. The 
theme of the event's fifth day was "youth and public empowerment," 
with leaders seeking to appeal to younger audiences worldwide as they 
pressed ahead with negotiations. 
"I talk to people who are frustrated all the time, and I consider myself one 
of the frustrated," the United States' climate envoy John Kerry said in 
response to protests outside. 
•

Cordelia Murray-Brown, 14, told CNN she had missed school to attend 
the protest, and criticized global leaders for flying to the summit. "It's a 
good thing that the leaders are here but it also defeats the purpose since 
they all took planes to come here ... I think there's now enough people 



for them to listen. I think they are making promises they know they can't 
keep." 
"I'm frustrated. I just want them to do what they say they'd do," 
Prudence Stamp, 18, added. 


