
Nuclear watchdog head meets Lavrov and Kuleba over 
Zaporizhzhia plant 
The head of the UN nuclear watchdog agency said Wednesday he met with 
Ukraine’s and Russia’s foreign ministers in a bid to establish a safety and 
security zone around a nuclear plant in south-eastern Ukraine that is Europe’s 
largest, AP reports. 

The Zaporizhzhia power plant has faced almost daily shelling and 
bombardment, raising fears of a nuclear accident. 

Rafael Grossi, director-general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
said that as a result of the separate meetings with Ukraine’s Dmytro Kuleba 
and Russia’s Sergey Lavrov, work has already begun on establishing and 
shaping the zone. 

He said he hopes to visit Kyiv soon, and “perhaps later on” go to Russia. 

“Given the urgency of the situation and the gravity of what’s going on in the 
field we have to move fast,” Grossi said. Both nations, he said, share “a 
conviction that the establishment of the zone is indispensable.” 

“The mere fact that the two foreign ministers are sitting down with me and are 
listening to our ideas, I think it’s a good indicator that there is a very strong 
solid base for this thing to happen,” he said. 
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A Russian all-terrain armoured vehicle is parked outside the 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant during the visit of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) expert mission in 
the course of Ukraine-Russia conflict outside Enerhodar in the 
Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine, September 1, 2022. REUTERS/
Alexander Ermochenko/ 
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• Second resolution on Ukraine since war started 

• First was in March before Russia seized power plant 

• Twenty-six of 35 board members backed the text 

• Russia and China only countries to oppose it 



VIENNA, Sept 15 (Reuters) - The U.N. nuclear 
watchdog's 35-nation Board of Governors on Thursday 
passed a resolution demanding that Russia end its 
occupation of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in 
Ukraine. 

The resolution is the second on Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine passed by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency's board, and their content is very similar, though 
the first in March preceded Russian forces taking control 
of Zaporizhzhia, Europe's biggest nuclear power 
plant. read more 

Advertisement · Scroll to continue 

Both resolutions were proposed by Canada and Poland 
on behalf of Ukraine, which is not on the board, the 
IAEA's top policy-making body that meets more than 
once a year. 

The text, which says the board calls on Russia to 
"immediately cease all actions against, and at, the 
Zaporizhzhya Nuclear Power Plant and any other 
nuclear facility in Ukraine", was passed with 26 votes in 
favour, two against and seven abstentions, diplomats at 
the closed-door meeting said. read more 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/iaea-board-deplores-russian-invasion-ukraine-only-two-votes-against-2022-03-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/exclusive-draft-iaea-resolution-says-watchdogs-board-deplores-russias-actions-2022-09-09/


Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant has 
shut down, says operator 

Staff from UN nuclear watchdog the IAEA visit Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. Its 

operator has said the plant is no longer connected to the national grid. Photograph: Diego 

Candano Laris/International Atomic Energy Agen/AFP/Getty Images


Today’s shutdown follows the United Nations’ nuclear watchdog chief saying on 
Friday that recent shelling made the ‘situation increasingly precarious’ as 
reliable supply was unlikely to be restored. 

Rafael Grossi, the director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), warned vital offsite electricity supply to the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant 
had been destroyed by shelling and there was little likelihood a reliable supply 
would be re-established. 

He said that shelling had destroyed the switchyard of a nearby thermal power 
plant. The plant has supplied power to the nuclear facility each time its normal 
supply lines had been cut over the past three weeks. 
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•
1h ago 
07.29

The sixth reactor had been operating in “island mode” for the past three days, it 
said, feeding only its own needs after power lines were severed by Russian 
shelling. 

The restoration of one of these lines on Saturday enabled the operator to make 
the decision to place the site in “the safest state - cold shutdown”. 

If lines continue to be damaged, the plant will rely on back-up diesel generators, 
“the duration of which is limited by the technological resource and the amount 
of available diesel fuel”, Energoatom said. 

•
•

1h ago 
07.24

In a statement posted on Telegram, Energoatom said the sixth and last 
functioning reactor was disconnected from the national grid at 3.41am and that 
“preparations are underway for its cooling and transfer to a cold state”. 

•
•

1h ago 
07.14


Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant shuts down 
Operations at the Russian-held Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant 
in Ukraine have fully halted, Energoatom, the state agency in charge of the 
plant, said on Sunday. 

The agency said the restoration of power to the plant had allowed it to do the 
safest thing and power down its sixth and last working reactor. 

Kyiv on Wednesday called for residents of Russian-occupied areas around the 
plant, Europe’s largest, to evacuate for their own safety. Russia and Ukraine 
accuse each other of shelling the nuclear plant, risking a nuclear disaster. 

Putin and Macron trade blame over risk 
at Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant 
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Last operating reactor has now been shut down, says Energoatom, to 
transfer facility to ‘safest state’ 

Russian servicemen at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in Ukraine. Photograph: AP


Isobel Koshiw in Kyiv and agencies 
Sun 11 Sep 2022 18.28 BST

•
•
•

Vladimir Putin and Emmanuel Macron have traded blame over safety concerns 
at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power station, which has been a focal point of 
fighting in recent weeks. 

Separate readouts of a phone call between the French and Russian presidents 
highlighted the difficulties in trying to find an accord to ensure safety at the site. 

“The Russian side drew attention to regular Ukrainian attacks on the plant’s 
facilities, including radioactive waste storage, which is fraught with catastrophic 
consequences,” said a statement published on the Kremlin’s website. It called 
for a “non-politicised interaction” on the matter with the participation of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/isobel-koshiw


In its statement, the French presidency said the occupation by Russian troops of 
the plant was what was putting it at risk. “He [Macron] asked that Russian 
forces withdraw their heavy and light weapons and that the IAEA’s 
recommendations be followed to ensure safety at the site,” the Elysee said. 

Earlier, Ukraine’s nuclear power operator said the last operating reactor at the 
plant had been shut down and the plant “completely stopped”. 

The six-reactor Zaporizhzhia plant was disconnected from the grid last week 
after all its power lines were disconnected as a result of fighting in the area, and 
was operating in “island mode” for several days, generating electricity for 
crucial cooling systems from its only remaining reactor in operation. 

Energoatom, the state-run operator of all four of Ukraine’s nuclear power 
stations, said one of the power lines was restored on Saturday night, allowing 
plant operators to shut down the last reactor. “A decision was made to shut 
down power unit No 6 and transfer it to the safest state: cold shutdown,” the 
operator said. 

Electricity supply to the plant has been cut with increasing frequency over the 
past few weeks, including at least three times last week. 

Energoatom said the risk of continued damage to the supply line “remains high” 
and that it did not want to risk the plant being powered by diesel generators, 
“the duration of which is limited by the technological resource and the amount 
of available diesel fuel”. 

The plant was disconnected from the Ukrainian grid for the first time in its 
history on 25 August. Energoatom has called for a demilitarisation of the plant 
by Russian forces, who took control of the area in early March. 

On Friday the IAEA, the UN’s nuclear watchdog, said the situation at the plant 
was increasingly precarious, after its offsite electricity supply line was cut again. 

Russia and Ukraine have traded blame over shelling of the plant and the nearby 
area. Ukraine claims Russia is carrying out attacks as part of a false-flag 
operation to blame Ukraine. Russia blames Ukraine’s forces.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/25/zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-disconnected-ukraine-grid-russia


Researchers and journalists have pointed to some evidence that supports part of 
Ukraine’s claims. However, the Guardian has not been able to independently 
verify events at the power plant. 

Rafael Grossi, the IAEA’s director general, warned last week that Ukraine was 
considering shutting down the plant because it “no longer had confidence in the 
offsite power”. Grossi did not apportion blame for the shelling of the plant. 

Grossi said that if Ukraine decided not to restore the offsite supply, the entire 
power plant would be reliant on emergency diesel generators to ensure supplies 
for nuclear safety and security functions. “As a consequence, the operator would 
not be able to restart the reactors unless offsite power was reliably re-
established,” he said. 

Offsite power supply to Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant destroyed 
IAEA says shelling makes the ‘situation increasingly precarious’ as 
reliable supply is unlikely to be restored 

•  Russia-Ukraine war – latest updates 
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An apartment block damaged by shelling in Enerhodar, which has suffered multiple blackouts 

this week. Photograph: Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters


Isobel Koshiw in Kyiv 
Fri 9 Sep 2022 19.08 BST

•
•
•

A vital offsite electricity supply to the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant has been 
destroyed by shelling and there is little likelihood a reliable supply will be re-
established, the United Nations’ nuclear watchdog chief has said. 

Rafael Grossi, the director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), said shelling had destroyed the switchyard of a nearby thermal power 
plant. 

The plant has supplied power to the nuclear facility each time its normal supply 
lines had been cut over the past three weeks. The thermal plant was also 
supplying the surrounding area, which was plunged into darkness. 

Local Ukrainian officials said work was under way to restore the connection, 
which has been cut multiple times this week. 

Grossi, who said he had been informed of the situation by IAEA representatives 
at the plant, called for an “immediate cessation of all shelling in the entire area”. 
“This is an unsustainable situation and is becoming increasingly precarious,” he 
said, without apportioning blame for the shelling. 

Ukraine and Russia have blamed each other for shelling near Zaporizhzhia in 
southern Ukraine and within the perimeter of Europe’s biggest nuclear power 
plant, which has six reactors. 

The thermal supply has been cut and restored multiple times this week and 
Enerhodar, the nearby town, has suffered several complete blackouts. 

When the thermal supply has been cut the plant has relied on its only remaining 
operating reactor for the power needed for cooling and other safety functions. 
This method is designed to provide power only for a few hours at a time. Diesel 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/isobel-koshiw
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ukraine


generators are used as a last resort. The constant destruction of thermal power 
supply has led Ukraine to consider shutting down the remaining operating 
reactor, said Grossi. Ukraine “no longer [has] confidence in the restoration of 
offsite power”, he said. 

Grossi said that if Ukraine decided not to restore the offsite supply the entire 
power plant would be reliant on emergency diesel generators to ensure supplies 
for the nuclear safety and security functions. 

“As a consequence, the operator would not be able to restart the reactors unless 
offsite power was reliably re-established,” he said.

Enerhodar’s mayor in exile, Dmytro Orlov, said on Friday that work was under 
way to fix the switchyard and restore the supply from the thermal plant to the 
town, most of which was still suffering a blackout. 

The development came as diplomats from Canada and Poland prepare to 
submit a draft resolution to be voted on by the IAEA’s board of 
governors, according to Reuters. The IAEA acts the international nuclear 
watchdog under the United Nations. 

The draft text, seen by Reuters, implores Russia to leave the power plant and for 
control over the plant to be given to the competent authorities within Ukraine’s 
internationally recognised borders. The text is expected to be passed, according 
to diplomats cited by Reuters. 

IAEA ‘gravely concerned’ about 
damaged Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant 
Report comes on same day as Russian colonel’s death in Berdiansk 
car bomb attack is confirmed 

•  Russia-Ukraine war: latest updates 

•  At a glance: what we know on day 195 of the invasion 
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Russian troops seized control of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power station site in early 

March. Photograph: AP


Lorenzo Tondo in Lviv and agencies 
Tue 6 Sep 2022 19.21 BST

•
•
•

The UN’s nuclear watchdog has called for the creation of a security zone around 
the Zaporizhzhia plant on the frontline of Russia’s war in Ukraine, in a long-
awaited report that detailed extensive damage there. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency, which sent a team of inspectors to 
Zaporizhzhia last week, said it was “gravely concerned” about the 
“unprecedented” situation at the plant, which is controlled by Russian forces 
but operated by Ukrainian technicians, and urged interim measures to prevent a 
nuclear disaster. 

The report came as Russian state media confirmed that the Russian colonel who 
served as the military commandant of the occupied Ukrainian city of Berdiansk 
was killed by a car bomb attack, in the most significant assassination yet of an 
official working for occupying forces. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/lorenzo-tondo
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ukraine
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What could go wrong at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant? 
Read more

Ukrainian staff were operating under constant high stress and pressure, 
especially with the limited staff available, the report said. “This is not 
sustainable and could lead to increased human error with implications for 
nuclear safety,” it added. 

Russian troops seized control of the site in early March and there have been 
repeated attacks in the vicinity, prompting fears of a nuclear disaster. Moscow 
and Kyiv have denied responsibility and the report did not ascribe blame for the 
damage its inspectors had discovered. 

Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/04/zaporizhzhia-nuclear-power-plant-everything-you-need-to-know


The UN agency sent a 14-person team to the site last week, including its director 
general, Rafael Grossi, to assess the situation at the plant. At least two members 
of the team are to remain there on a permanent basis to ensure the facility’s 
safety. 

“There is an urgent need for interim measures to prevent a nuclear accident 
arising from physical damage caused by military means,” the IAEA said. “This 
can be achieved by the immediate establishment of a nuclear safety and security 
protection zone. 

“The IAEA recommends that shelling on site and in its vicinity should be 
stopped immediately to avoid any further damages to the plant and associated 
facilities.” 



Inspectors said they had found Russian troops and equipment at the plant, 
including military vehicles parked in turbine halls. 

The IAEA said that during its inspection, its team “closely witnessed shelling in 
the vicinity of the power plant, in particular on 3 September when the team was 
instructed to evacuate to the ground level of the administrative building”. 

On the same day, the plant was disconnected from its last remaining main 
power line to the grid and was relying on a reserve line. 

“While the ongoing shelling has not yet triggered a nuclear emergency, it 
continues to represent a constant threat to nuclear safety and security with 
potential impact on critical safety functions that may lead to radiological 
consequences with great safety significance,” the inspectors wrote. 

Areas damaged by shelling included a turbine lubrication oil tank and the roofs 
of various buildings such as one housing a spent fuel transporter vehicle. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/sep/03/ukraine-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-knocked-offline-again
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/sep/03/ukraine-zaporizhzhia-nuclear-plant-knocked-offline-again


Grossi is expected to brief the UN security council in New York on his findings 
later on Tuesday. 

Also on Tuesday, a Russian colonel who served as the military commandant of 
the occupied Ukrainian city of Berdiansk was killed in a car bombing, Russian 
state media confirmed. 

The car bomb reportedly exploded near the city administration, which is being 
used as a Russian headquarters. Photographs showed that the car used by the 
Russian military official, who has been identified as Col Artyom Bardin, was 
severely damaged in the attack, which took place close to midday. 

Russian officials have alleged that Ukrainewas behind the attack. If true, it 
would be the most significant assassination yet of an official working for the 
occupational government of Russia in Ukraine. 

At least two Ukrainians collaborating with the Russian government were killed 
in suspected partisan attacks in August. In one case, the deputy head of the 
Russian-installed military administration was shot to death in his home in the 
city of Nova Kakhovka. In late August, a Ukrainian politician from Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy’s party who had gone over to work with the Russians was killed in the 
Kherson region. 

Earlier, blasts rang out and power was cut in Enerhodar, the city surrounding 
the plant, according to Dmytro Orlov, the Ukrainian mayor who operates from 
outside Russian-held territory. Moscow repeated its longstanding accusations 
that Ukrainian forces had been shelling the plant. 

Kyiv says it is Russia that has been staging such incidents, to undermine 
international support for Ukraine and as a possible pretext to cut the plant from 
the Ukrainian power grid and steal its output. Russia has so far spurned 
international pleas to pull its forces back from the site and demilitarise the area. 



On the battleground in the east of the country on Tuesday, three civilians were 
killed in Russian rocket attacks in the Kharkiv region, a senior official said. 

In the past week the focus of fighting has shifted to the south, where Ukraine 
has started a long-awaited counterattack to recapture territory seized early in 
the war. 

Ukrainian officials posted an image online of three soldiers raising Ukraine’s 
flag on a rooftop in Vysokopyllya, in the north of Kherson. If confirmed, it could 
mark perhaps the most strategic breakthrough on the battlefield in the 
counteroffensive. 

Meanwhile, Russia continued to bombard Ukrainian cities elsewhere. Rescue 
workers found the body of a woman beneath the rubble of an apartment 
building in Kharkiv after overnight shelling of Ukraine’s second-biggest city, 
according to the mayor Ihor Terekhov. The governor said two others were also 
killed in the province. 

Ukraine says nuclear plant 
offline after Russian shelling 
By HANNA ARHIROVA 



yesterday 

1 of 9 
A Ukrainian soldier takes a selfie as an artillery system fires in the front line in Donetsk region, 
eastern Ukraine, Saturday, Sept. 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Kostiantyn Liberov) 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Europe’s largest nuclear plant was knocked off 
Ukraine’s electricity grid Monday, its last transmission line disconnected 
because of a fire caused by shelling, the facility’s operator and the U.N. 
atomic watchdog said. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency said it was informed Monday by 
Ukrainian authorities that the reserve line “was deliberately disconnected 
in order to extinguish a fire.” 

“The line itself is not damaged, and it will be reconnected once the fire is 
extinguished,” the IAEA said. 

In the meantime, the plant’s only remaining operational reactor would 
“generate the power the plant needs for its safety and other functions,” the 
agency said. 

https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-united-nations-climate-and-environment-dd93178c92cda9c898e2f8ffacbd1016
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-iran-japan-middle-east-1a61e643d89068bcba2421afb479bb5c


Mycle Schneider, an independent analyst in Canada on nuclear energy, said 
that would mean the plant was likely functioning in “island mode,” 
producing electricity just for its own operations. 

“Island mode is a very shaky, unstable, and unreliable way to provide 
continuous power supply to a nuclear plant,” Schneider said. 

The incident fueled fears of a potential nuclear disaster at Zaporizhzhia, 
one of the 10 biggest nuclear plants in the world. Experts say its reactors 
are designed to protect against natural disasters and incidents such as 
aircraft crashes, but leaders around the world have appealed for it to be 
spared in the fighting because of the risk of a catastrophe. 

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR 

Ukraine's prime minister appeals for EU weapons and unity 

Putin ally: US dream of Russian breakup is road to doom 

US ambassador to Russia leaves post as Ukraine war drags on 

Ukrainian firefighters rescue kitten from burning building 
Russia and Ukraine accuse each other of attacking the plant, which the 
Kremlin’s forces have held since early March. The plant’s Ukrainian staff 
continue to operate it. 

The plant’s operator, Energoatom, said Monday that Russian forces have 
kept up “intensive shelling” around Zaporizhzhia in recent days despite the 
warnings. The Russian military accused Ukrainian forces of staging 
“provocations” there, including sending a drone, which was intercepted, 
and shelling the adjacent city of Enerhodar. 

Ukrainian Energy Minister Herman Halushchenko said on Facebook that 
fighting around the power station made it impossible to repair damaged 
power lines, putting the world “once again on the brink of a nuclear 
disaster.” 
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The developments at Zaporizhzhia came on the eve of a report to the U.N. 
Security Council on Tuesday by the IAEA inspectors about what they found 
on their visit. The IAEA still has two experts at the plant after a perilous 
inspection that required its inspectors to travel through the fighting last 
week. 

Ukraine’s presidential adviser, Mykhailo Podolyak, applauded the IAEA’s 
decision to leave some experts at the plant. 

“There are Russian troops now who don’t understand what’s happening, 
don’t assess the risks correctly,” Podolyak said. “There is a number of our 
workers there, who need some kind of protection, people from the 
international community standing by their side and telling (Russian 
troops): ‘Don’t touch these people, let them work.’” 

Meanwhile, in some of Moscow’s bluntest comments yet on the standoff 
between it and Western Europe over energy supplies, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov blamed Western sanctions for stoppages in Russia’s supply 
of natural gas to Europe. 

“Other reasons that would cause problems with the pumping don’t exist,” 
Peskov said. 

The sanctions on Moscow and Russian oil companies have created 
problems with equipment maintenance, he said, a claim that has been 
refuted by Western governments and engineers. 

German officials have said Russian complaints about technical problems 
are merely a political power play. Germany’s Siemens Energy, which 
manufactured turbines the Nord Stream 1 pipeline uses, said turbine leaks 
can be fixed while gas continues to flow through the pipeline. 

Russian energy company Gazprom announced Friday that a suspension of 
gas supplies heading westwards through the Nord Stream 1 pipeline would 
be extended indefinitely because oil leaks in turbines need fixing. That 
move brought a surge in European natural gas prices and walloped global 
stock markets. 



High energy prices and possible shortages this winter in Western Europe 
have set alarm bells ringing among governments, notably those in the 
European Union. French President Emmanuel Macron on Monday called 
for a 10% cut in his country’s energy use in coming weeks and months to 
avoid the risk of rationing and cuts this winter. 

Elsewhere in Ukraine, the fighting raged on. The president’s office said at 
least four civilians were killed and seven others were wounded by new 
Russian shelling across several regions of Ukraine. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said there had been Russian 
shelling across much of southern and eastern Ukraine, including at 
Zelenodolsk, Nikopol, Chernihiv, and the Sumy and Kharkiv regions. 

Russian rockets destroyed an oil depot in the Krivoy Rog region, sending up 
huge plumes of smoke, Ukrainian news reports said. 

Amid increased Ukrainian strikes on the occupied Kherson region, 
Russian-installed authorities there said early Monday that for security 
reasons they were putting on hold their plans for a local referendum on 
whether the region should formally become part of Russia. 

But by the afternoon, officials had a change of heart and said the ballot 
would go ahead as planned, though no date has been set. 

In the eastern city of Sloviansk, workers with the Ukrainian Red Cross 
Society swept up debris Monday from a second rocket attack on its 
premises in a week. Nobody was hurt in either attack, said Taras Logginov, 
head of the agency’s rapid response unit. He blamed Russian forces and 
called the attacks war crimes. 

In a row of apartment buildings across the road, the few residents who 
haven’t evacuated sawed sheets of plywood to board up their shattered 
windows. 

Henadii Sydorenko sat on the porch of his apartment building for a break. 
He said he’s not sure whether to stay or leave, torn between his 
responsibility of taking care of three apartments whose owners have 
already evacuated and the increasing fear of the now frequent shelling. 

https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-inflation-covid-health-2f23aa3df0f2f6916ad458785dd52c59
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-macron-climate-and-environment-14313550b4fbd77a1f67c36203b881a9


“It’s frightening,” the 57-year-old said of the shelling. “I’m losing my mind, 
little by little.” 

6 hr 38 min ago 

Ukrainian nuclear agency: 
Zaporizhzhia's last operating 
reactor disconnected from grid 
after Russian shelling 
From CNN's Yulia Kesaieva, Olga Voitovych and Vasco Cotovio 
The last operating reactor at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant has been disconnected from the Ukrainian grid, the 
country’s nuclear agency Energoatom said on Monday, saying 
it was the result of a fire caused by Russian shelling. 


“As a result, power unit No. 6 was unloaded and disconnected 
from the grid, which currently supplies the ZNPP's own 
needs," the agency said in its statement.


Energoatom is working on restoring the connection, a 
spokesperson told CNN on Monday. 


“There is a chance to restore the power transmission to the 
Ukrainian grid,” the spokesperson added, saying he could not 
detail timings as the situation remained tense. 


The spokesperson noted that the situation was not considered 
an emergency. 


https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/04/europe/ukraine-zaporizhzhia-sunday-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/04/europe/ukraine-zaporizhzhia-sunday-intl/index.html


“The power unit No.6 is still working and cooling all the rest of 
nuclear reactors. So basically it maintains the power of the 
plant itself,” the spokesperson explained. “When the 
generators turn on, usually automatically, this situation would 
be considered emergency. For now, it is not.”





The Russian controlled military-civilian administration of the 
city of Enerhodar, where the power plant is located, would not 
say whether the power plant had been disconnected from the 
Ukrainian grid, but said the situation at the plant was normal.


The Energoatom spokesperson also said disconnecting the 
plant from the Ukrainian grid would not make connecting the 
plant to the Russian grid any easier, due to the damage to 
transmission lines.







Ukraine: main power line restored at 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant, IAEA says 
Although the reactors at Europe’s biggest nuclear power plant have 
been shut down, the fuel in them still needs cooling to avoid a 
meltdown 



The IAEA said the situation at the plant was still precarious. Photograph: Alexander 

Ermochenko/Reuters


Reuters in Vienna 
Sat 17 Sep 2022 17.31 BST

•
•
•

One of the Russian-held Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant’s four main power 
lines has been repaired and is supplying the plant with electricity from the 
Ukrainian grid two weeks after it went down, the UN nuclear watchdog has said. 

Even though the six reactors at Zaporizhzhia, Europe’s biggest nuclear power 
plant, have been shut down, the fuel in them still needs cooling to avoid a 
potentially catastrophic meltdown. The plant therefore needs electricity to 
pump water through the reactors’ core. 

The power supply at Zaporizhzhia has been a source of concern after the last 
main line went down and three backup lines that can connect it to a nearby 
coal-fired power plant were also disconnected. 

That prompted the plant to go into “island mode”, where its last operating 
reactor provided it with power, though that mode is not sustainable. A backup 
power line was reconnected a week ago, enabling that reactor to shut down, too. 

“With the main line’s reconnection yesterday afternoon, the three backup power 
lines are again being held in reserve,” the International Atomic Energy Agency 
watchdog said. “The three other main external 750kV (kilovolt) power lines that 
were lost earlier during the conflict remain down.” 

Russia and Ukraine have blamed each other for shelling at the site of the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant (ZNPP) that has damaged buildings and 
caused the disconnection of power lines. 

“While the ZNPP’s power status has improved over the past week – in sharp 
contrast to earlier this month when all power lines at one stage were down and 
it depended on its last operating reactor for vital electricity supplies – the 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/ukraine


general situation for the plant located in the middle of a war zone remains 
precarious,” the IAEA said. 


